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Bill Type and Number:   Resolution 2012-732
Sponsor: Council Member Redman:
Date of Introduction: December 11, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R; RCD
Date of Analysis: December 14, 2012
Type of Action: Recommendation to Mayor
Bill Summary: This resolution urges the Mayor to immediately remove tables and chairs from Hemming Plaza as recommended by the Hemming Plaza Subcommittee.
Background Information: In December 2011, the Council President appointed an Ad Hoc Committee to address concerns that had been raised regarding patterns of behavior in Hemming Plaza.  Local merchants in particular were concerned that vulgar language and unruly behavior of many of the transients who were at the tables playing cards throughout the day discouraged other visitors from coming to the park.  The Ad Hoc Committee, consisting of Council Members Lee, Redman and Gulliford assembled downtown merchants, service organizations, downtown residents and numerous citizens for meetings that addressed concerns and made recommendations on how Hemming Plaza could be made more hospitable to visitors.  Removing the chairs and tables was one of many suggestions that were often considered.
Policy Impact: Hemming Plaza/Downtown Jacksonville
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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